


TGHAP ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2011

The Green Hills Action Partners (TGHAP) is a partnership of businesses, merchants, neighbors, institutions, planners, developers, and government officials--all working together to encourage smart planning and design solutions for Green Hills.  TGHAP is the only group with a special focus on the Green Hills Business District, which is uniquely positioned as a neighborhood downtown for thousands of surrounding residents, a vibrant regional activity center, and a top retail destination in the Mid-South.

Since our founding in 1999, (TGHAP) has worked to make a positive impact in and on Green Hills.  As our outreach and membership increases, so does the community’s interest in being a part of the planning process for Green Hills.  Knowing that growth and development is imminent and ongoing, TGHAP works to keep communication and information flowing. TGHAP is a voice and an educational resource for everyone with an interest in Green Hills--from the business owner considering a new sign for her store to the customer walking on the sidewalks or driving his car to reach that store.

Throughout the year, TGHAP listens to suggestions and questions from its members and the public about how to improve the Green Hills area.  Through meetings, education, discussions, compromise, and numerous contacts, we are proud to say that complaints have been addressed and resolved and several suggestions have become positive accomplishments. 

TGHAP IS AN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE, WITH A VARIETY OF GUEST SPEAKERS: 

· Jennifer Cole, Director of the Metro Arts Commission, spoke to TGHAP expressing how important the arts community is for any great city, and sharing that Nashville has the 4th highest Creative Vitality Index in the nation. Green Hills is a community that strongly supports the arts, and Ms. Cole encouraged our group to focus on the Green Hills Urban Village Plan’s goal of increasing public artwork and to also encourage arts related businesses and organizations in Green Hills to participate in Nashville’s Artober, an annual, month-long focus on the arts.  The group left the meeting encouraged and inspired to find ways to begin to make this happen.

· The Nashville Civic Design Center, a non-profit organization promoting the Plan of Nashville discussed the findings of their Public Art Study as well as the general activities and resources of the Design Center with TGHAP members. The Civic Design Center was complimentary of the way in which TGHAP works together, stimulating interesting ideas that may be helpful in planning for Green Hills future. 

· Parsons Brinkerhoff Engineer Doug Delaney and TDOT representatives presented preliminary results from the Green Hills Area Plan study for the Hillsboro Road corridor. TGHAP was an active participant in the study providing a list of specific, suggested improvements and attending all committee meetings.

· Nashville Transit Alliance Director, Ed Cole, reported on goals and initiatives related to transit in Middle Tennessee and how NTA is working to facilitate them and how Green Hills fits in the broader region and might connect in the future to other initiatives within Nashville. Updates on the Broadway West End Corridor Study process were instructive for possibly undertaking a future process for Hillsboro Pike.

TGHAP KEEPS MEMBERS INFORMED ABOUT AND CONNECTED TO METRO GOVERNMENT:

· Councilman Sean McGuire gave quarterly reports on Council business of interest to our group, especially regarding District 25, which makes up most of Green Hills. 

· Councilman Carter Todd, District 34, gave quarterly reports on Council issues regarding his District, which includes the western edge of Green Hills. 

· Mark Macy, Director of Public Works, came to TGHAP to announce improvements to Crestmoor and Cleghorn, including the addition of a central turn lane and bike lanes, long-advocated for by TGHAP. TGHAP thanked Public Works for recent sidewalk improvements and connections in the same corridor

· TGHAP leadership met with Toks Omishakin, Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator for the Mayor’s Office to discuss near-term goals and needed sidewalk connections in the Green Hills business district.

· Metro Police Department Community Coordinator Sgt. Connie Tripp gave quarterly reports about crime and safety issues in our community.  

· The Mayor’s Office special representative for transit spoke at a TGHAP meeting affirming the Mayor’s commitment to transit-oriented development, discussions, and solutions and complimented TGHAP for its focus on transit as an important piece in making the Green Hills Business District more easily accessible and less congested.

TGHAP MEMBER MERCHANTS AND ORGANIZATIONS KEEP US INFORMED:

· Hank Woerner and Norah Buikstra, with The Mall at Green Hills management, gave progress reports for the construction and opening of Nordstrom and other new businesses and addressed other mall changes and renovations.

· Whole Foods Marketing/Community Relations Manager Linda Nishida, announced Whole Foods events and initiatives taking place at their Hill Center store and in the broader community. 

· Other Merchants and Business Owners giving updates included: David Levy and Vance Stuart of Levy’s; John Uebbing of Trader Joe’s; David Swett and Lamar Wilson of Swett’s restaurant; David Crabtree of Brookside Properties

· Chamber of Commerce--Chamber West representatives provided updates on issues of interest to TGHAP, including zoning changes for non-conforming business signs.   

· YMCA representative, Emily White, reported on current activities and programs as well as Y-sponsored events including a golf tournament, music fest, and a 5K run.

· Green Hills Rotary, Chad Polk, kept TGHAP apprised on the group’s community service efforts and new 5K Run for the Hills.

· Churches have an important voice in our community. TGHAP is fortunate to have most Green Hills area churches as members. 

· Lipscomb University, Phil Ellenburg, gave quarterly reports about community events and building projects, including a new water feature that was recently built on the campus. He shared that sidewalks built along Glen Echo Road (long advocated for by TGHAP) are great for students, allowing them to walk to and from the Business District. 

· Hillsboro High School principal, Terry Schrader, and other representatives spoke about the new Academies Program and international recognition at their school. They mentioned efforts to reduce truancy and invited Green Hills to enjoy their ballgames and activities, and join in the life of the school.  

TGHAP HOSTS SPECIAL EVENTS TO BUILD COMMUNITY: 

· Celebrate! Green Hills Days, co-sponsored by TGHAP and Green Hills News, is a summer weekend when merchants plan sidewalk sales and give special discounts to customers as a way to say “thank you”. Some businesses also host cookouts and highlight their community service efforts. Many merchants participate in the event which brings new and old customers through their doors. 

· The Green Hills Historic Homecoming was held in June at the Green Hills Branch Library. The annual event is organized by TGHAP to showcase historic happenings or places from Green Hills past so memories can be recorded and preserved in the Metro Archives. The event also brings the community together to reminisce and appreciate its history. The topic for 2011 was “Historic Homes of Hillsboro Pike.” Claudia Schauman, former Green Hills Library Manager, and Fletch Coke, Nashville Historian and long time member of the Friends of Metro Archives, organized an amazing exhibit with the help of Lynne Bachleda. The finale of the event was an afternoon of storytelling by guest speakers and residents, who had either once lived along the Pike or had memories to share about visiting the featured homes.  The event was taped and is on file at the Metro Library. The photo exhibit is filed at the Metro Archives.

· TGHAP coordinates the annual Mary Jon Hicks Community Service Award. In 2011,

Ann Chassereau was awarded the Award in acknowledgement of her devotion of personal time, talent, and resources to improve the quality of life in Green Hills.  TGHAP and the Green Hills News co-hosted a dinner for TGHAP members and nominees and guests. Ann was celebrated for her hard work and going above and beyond in her efforts to address the needs of flooding victims living in Green Hills and for her efforts to include the Green Hills community in events and efforts organized by St. Paul Community Church where she works.  

TGHAP ENCOURAGES BEAUTIFICATION EFFORTS IN GREEN HILLS:

· In spring, TGHAP participated in the annual, citywide, community clean-up/green-up event.  Members were given free t-shirts, gloves, and cleanup supplies so they could clean up their properties on the weekends.  Each year, members take pride in cleaning our community as a part of the Beautification of Green Hills.

· An increasing number of businesses are displaying flowers and plants at their entrances as a way to green up concrete areas.  TGHAP encourages merchants and property owners to include landscaping, outdoor furniture, and attractive lighting to enhance their curb appeal and the overall streetscape whenever possible.

· TGHAP partners with Green Hills businesses to maintain and enhance the green space/Welcome Island at the corner of Abbott Martin and Cleghorn.

TGHAP PROMOTES A PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY BUSINESS DISTRICT

· TGHAP’s 9th annual Walk at Lunch, now called Walk Green Hills, is an official event of Walk Nashville Week. The event was a great success with Whole Foods Market again serving as host and sponsor.  Coordinator Angie Henderson lead over 50 participants on an awareness walk through the Business District to highlight areas of sidewalk improvements as well as gaps that still need to be completed, and emphasizing that walking can be fun and healthy, while also helping to reduce traffic congestion.

· TGHAP was an active participant in the months-long Green Hills Area Plan process facilitated by Parsons Brinkerhoff and the Tennessee Department of Transportation, (TDOT) to address transportation challenges in the Hillsboro Rd. corridor making sure that improvements for pedestrians, bikers and transit riders were included.

· This year proved to be a great year for building and repairing sidewalks. New sidewalks, recommended and advocated for by TGHAP from its long-standing sidewalk inventory were built all over Green Hills this year, as part of the Mayor’s sidewalk efforts.

· Each time there is a new development or renovation in Green Hills, TGHAP encourages the developer or business owner to incorporate the suggestions of the Urban Design Overlay (UDO), such as incorporating benches, landscaping, pedestrian-scaled lighting and signage, along attractive walkways or sidewalks. For instance, TGHAP met with Nordstrom representatives in the planning stages, to encourage them to build additional sidewalks and walkways in their plans for enhanced connectivity and accessibility for pedestrians from Abbott Martin and Bandywood merchants. 

To celebrate the conclusion of its 10th anniversary year in 2010, TGHAP kicked of 2011 by inviting the community to contribute suggestions for the next ten years in Green Hills to a “Wish List” via TGHAP.ORG. The list generated lots of participation with great suggestions on how to make good things happen in Green Hills.  The number one “wish” was to have less traffic congestion; #2 a complete network of sidewalks in Green Hills; #3 was fewer or no more big signs and billboards. 

We invite you to make your wishes for Green Hills a reality by becoming involved in TGHAP! Attend a quarterly meeting, perhaps join a committee, or simply read more about us at TGHAP.ORG and share our website and these accomplishments with friends and colleagues. Thank you for your interest in making Green Hills an even better place to live, work, drive, bike, walk, shop, and play!

